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· In Psalm 143:1, David is crying out to the LORD. This reference to the “LORD” (all caps in the NASB) has a different meaning than that of the word “Lord” (not all caps) also used in the Bible. “Lord” essentially means “master,” and can also be used of human lords. “LORD” comes from the root word “Jehovah.” When “Jehovah” is used, God is emphasizing the fact that He is self-existent; all things derive from Him and depend on Him, while He had no beginning or cause. 
· The Psalmist recognizes that the beginning of deliverance is dependence. 

· We pray to the living God who is above us, transcendent. 

· Acts 17:24-25 demonstrates that we depend on God for everything. Our very breath depends on His sustenance. 
· Prayer is not the harnessing of a power that lies within us. Prayer is not humanistic concentration. Prayer is crying out to the One on whom we all depend and the One who depends on no one. 
· Finite humans cannot possibly care for all the situations of life successfully. We must regularly lift our circumstances to Jehovah who is outside of the space-time continuum. He alone can take those cares and order them rightly and effectively as He works in our world. 

· The Psalmist asks God to answer in His faithfulness. David knows that God is faithful in both breadth and depth. David knows He needs God’s faithfulness, since all others will fail.
· No human being can remain faithful to us even if they wanted to. Humans are self-centered, prone to illness and busyness, and each one dies. Only God is able to stay with us always. Psalm 107:1 tells us that the LORD’s lovingkindness is everlasting. 

· No human being could possibly understand us completely. We cannot even totally understand ourselves. Only God knows the deepest thoughts of our mind and feelings of our heart. Psalm 139:1-6 explains the depth of God’s faithfulness, including His infinite knowledge of the core of us. 

· David asks God to answer Him in His righteousness, realizing that we need God’s righteousness in Jesus.

· We are thankful for God’s righteousness. As His creation, we long for things to be right; but we realize our inability to fix things. 

· Righteousness is real, though it is not always fully comprehended by us. 

· Acts 2:22-24 demonstrates how God can be acting for our good, but it seems so wrong to us. Jesus was crucified by God’s foreordained, righteous plan! Just because we do not see the right outcome immediately does not mean God is not working perfectly.
· Note the “pea-watermelon concept.” Please visit the website for details. 

· God will have all eternity to right temporary wrongs. Though eternity does not “fit in our brains,” it is real. 

· We want things to be right; but, ironically, no man living is righteous (Psalm 143:2).
· When David asks God to answer him in righteousness, He wants God to answer Him “in Jesus.” Jesus is our righteousness! (I Corinthians 1:30)

· The Psalmist tells us the enemy has crushed his life to the ground (Psalm 143:3). God never meant for us to be broken or live burdened and low to the ground. When the serpent allowed Satan to work through it, God cursed the serpent and caused it to crawl on its belly. In contrast, those who live for the Lord are to soar on wings like eagles (Isaiah 40:31).
· Jesus was crushed for our iniquities (Isaiah 53:5) so that we may live above our sin and circumstances.
· The Psalmist tells us the enemy is causing him to live like one who has been long dead. So many people thrive biologically, but are dead on the inside. 

· The chastening for our well-being fell on Jesus (Isaiah 53:5). We can live abundantly with true hope because Jesus endured the punishment we deserve. 

· We see the three main points of Psalm 143 that we have already discussed reiterated in Acts 12:1-7. 
· In Acts 12:5, prayer shows that the beginning of deliverance is dependence.

· In Acts 12:6, Peter’s ability to sleep while imprisoned and awaiting execution demonstrates God’s faithfulness in breadth and depth.

· The angel’s appearance in Acts 12:7 shows that we need God’s righteousness in Jesus. 

· Certainly Peter did not deserve right. He failed Jesus and deserted Jesus (Matthew 26:33, 35, 74; 16:21-23). 

· The love and restoration of Jesus enabled Peter to be transformed into a mighty disciple, witness, and martyr.

· In Acts 12:7-10, we see that God actually works in the real world.

· The angel of God worked in the following ways:
· Dispelled darkness with light,
· Touched Peter’s physical body,
· Worked in the molecular structure of chains to cause them to fall apart,
· Spoke to Peter to give specific direction,
· Caused people to not notice activity, and
· Enabled a gate to open without human intervention.
· God can do what He needs to do to order the circumstances of our lives!

· Acts 12:19, 23 emphasize that the end of the enemy is destruction. 

· Peter desired to please God, and God delivered him. In stark contrast, Herod desired to please men; and God destroyed Him. For those whose goal is self-promotion rather than God-promotion, the ultimate end is destruction.

· God will take care of our greatest enemy, Satan. Though he at times seems to gain ground, God is the true Conqueror!

· Even though Peter was eventually martyred, the death of Steven (Acts 7:54-60) shows us that God takes care of us at all times. Death is not the end for the Christian. In fact, the end of us is a beginning not to good to be true!

· Stephen saw Jesus standing at God’s throne waiting to receive him with open arms. Stephen did not fear; he went to Jesus expectantly. 

· Heaven is a dynamic, substantial home of righteousness. It seems too good to be true; but with God, all things are possible! (Luke 18:27)
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